THE INTRODUCTION of low direct tracheo-bronchoscopy is associated with the name of Professor Przemyslaw Pieniazek, founder of the Larynological Clinic in Cracow University, the first ear, nose, and throat clinic in Poland. Born in Warsaw on 20 November 1850, he was a medical student at the Jagellonian University in Cracow, where he graduated in 1874. News, Notes and Queries Rhinologie, V and VI. In 1894 Pieniazek presented a paper at the Congress of Physicians and Naturalists in Vienna on his tracheo-bronchoscopical examinations and experiences in surgical treatment of scleroma of the lower respiratory organs. His description of the excision of scleromatous infiltrations using Schrotter's enlarged laryngeal forceps in low direct tracheo-bronchoscopy following dilatation of bronchial lumina with one hard rubber catheter was received with great appreciation by his audience. His demonstration of seven cases of various foreign bodies extracted from the trachea and bronchi in children by the above described method was particularly applauded. Professor Pieniazek's clinic in Cracow was visited in 1895 and 1896 by many otological surgeons from abroad, among them Professor Thost of Hamburg, and Professor von Eicken of Freiburg-Berlin, who were interested in the new method of examination of the lower respiratory organs and the treatment of scleroma. One of them described his impression during his visit to Cracow to observe the surgical treatment of scleroma in tracheo-bronchoscopy performed by Pieniazek. When, after the skilful excision of scleromatous infiltrations, a hard rubber catheter was introduced into the stenosed right bronchus-considerably improving respiration-the patient kissed the hands of the surgeon before leaving the table.
